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Introductions

Stuart, Brodsky, AlA: ‘A_Ir’

- Principal, Wight & Company ighi

Will Thompson

- Account Executive, Tarkett @Tarkett
/,

Calvin Cornish, CEM Johnson /})I(‘

- Senior Account Executive, Johnson Controls Controls

Jeremy Wickham, CETL
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- Executive Director of Technology & Operations, / \ NURTH SH[]RE
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It's The Journey...

...Not The Destination
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It Takes a Community

Image: Peachaya Tanémsup
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“Never doubt that a small group
of thoughtful, committed citizens
can change the world; indeed,
it’s the only thing that ever has.”

Margaret Mead



Powered by a Green Team

A strong Green Team...
 Builds a culture of sustainability = Engages students in leadership

in your school and problem-solving
« Connects classroom learning to « Supports district and statewide
hands-on action goals for healthier schools and

communities

Recruit Host a Kick-Off (Ii/:iesasﬁgr? Choszsnz 'Ig"eam Assign Roles &
Members Meeting Statement Identity Responsibilities



Building a Network
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Resources

\ Egﬂ“jﬂ%ﬁgﬁl https://davidsuzuki.org/living-green/how-to-start-
One nature. a-school-green-team/

http://www.greenschools.net/article.php-id=361.html
GREEN SCHOOLS

C E E A https://www.coeea.org/forming-a-ct-green-leaf-team




Resources

THE CENTER £
’

Become a Green Classroom Professional!

A 3-hour online course and gquiz designed to equip you with the
knowledge to implement, communicate and advocate for healthy,

sustainable K-12 classrooms.
™

¢ ,

M

GREEN

CLASSROOM
PROFESSIONAL

Certificate Program

https://www.usgbc.org/sites/default/files

/GCP_Updated1Pager.pdf




Students are our Future

X#iasboAC26

NUAL

LEADING wiTH ANNUAL sl




What is Sustainability Education?

Align environmental initiatives with
classroom learning

Demonstrate real-world application for
authentic educational experiences

Explore how to document and present
sustainability efforts as a part of the
curriculum

Celebrate every success story and help
motivate for change

Photos Courtesy of Seven Generations Ahead



Sustainability Education

HB 4895

Beginning with the
2026-2027 school
year, every public
school shall provide
instruction on climate
change...

Amends the Courses of Study Article of the
School Code.

Shall include, but not be limited to, identifying
the environmental and ecological impacts
of climate change on individuals and
communities and evaluating solutions for
addressing and mitigating the impact of
climate change

Shall be in alignment with State learning
standards, as appropriate.

Effective July 1, 2025.



lllinois Climate Education Hub

lllinois Climate Education Hub

/ \
A hub of trusted resources, vetted by scientists and "/" I LLI N o ?\
reviewed by teachers, to help lllinois educators bring . A

climate and sustainability literacy to students across the
state.

About the IL Hub

We provide a wealth of resources for
our teachers based on their needs

CLIMATE EDUCATION H l

}. ) p g /‘/
y /U

[«

—————

Mission
To empower all educators to easily and

effectively teach about climate change,
justice, and action.

Vision
A future where every child learns about

climate change and becomes a steward
of our planet.

. .l

“« Seven )
Generations &
Ahead ~




lllinois

Climate Education Hub
powered by SubjectToClimate

The lllinois Hub is a collection of trusted resources,
vetted by scientists and reviewed by teachers,
supporting lllinois educators in bringing climate and
sustainability literacy to students across the state.

e |IL place-based resources

e PD opportunities for educators
e News for students powered by The Juice

lllinoisClimateEducation.org

Katie Nahrwold
IL State Lead

SubjectToClimate

katie.nahrwold@subjecttoclimate.org

State Leads act as connectors,
supporting specialized collaboration
state by state. Emphasizing
collaboration and locally meaningful
climate education strengthens
connections among climate educator
communities nationwide.



Sustainability Education Resources
88 gi e

Office for Mathematics, Science, &
Technology Education

Connecting pre-college students and teachers to current research in STEM

 |L EPA and U of | Office for Math, Science, and
Technology Education (MSTE)

https://mste.illinois.edu/

e Curriculum for upper elementary and middle school

« Units are free, available online, and align with Next
Generation Science Standards (NGSS)

» Topics include waste management, renewable energy,
food waste


https://mste.illinois.edu/

Subject specific
Sustainability
topics in the
Curriculum.
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Virtual Power Plant
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Rooftop Solar Alternatives

« Community Solar Sites

W\

. = - Community Solar Subscription
~_ * Battery Energy Storage Systems

-

A



Low Cost No Cost?

The Future Energy Jobs Act, passed in 2016, created lllinois’
community solar program.

The Climate and Equitable Jobs Act (CEJA), passed in 2021,
strengthened it. CEJA allocated funding for 250 MW of community
solar (roughly 40,000 subscribers) and then about 150 MW per year.

The Clean Energy & Reliable Grid Act (CRGA), passed in 2026 to
strengthen grid reliability and provide incentives to encourage 3 GW
of battery storage and 4.8 GW of solar by 2035.

CITIZENS UTILITY BOARD

¢/ Fighting for Illinois Consumers



https://www.citizensutilityboard.org/future-energy-jobs-act/
https://www.citizensutilityboard.org/climate-and-equitable-jobs-act/
https://www.citizensutilityboard.org/crga_act/?highlight=crga

Community Solar Farms

PROS
v'"No Additional Cost L
v'"No Construction CONS ~— THESMITH \ \;\\\\\\\\\\N NEIGHBORHOOD
v'Simple crediton bill | gss Savings FAMILY i o

v'Long term commitment S RL \\

v"No GREEN attributes

Need to Knows
v'Savings is negotiable
v'5% to 10%
v'Hosting revenues

https://www.citizensutilityboard.org/community-solar-illinois/



https://www.citizensutilityboard.org/community-solar-illinois/
https://www.citizensutilityboard.org/community-solar-illinois/
https://www.citizensutilityboard.org/community-solar-illinois/
https://www.citizensutilityboard.org/community-solar-illinois/
https://www.citizensutilityboard.org/community-solar-illinois/

Battery Energy Storage Systems(BESS)

» Battery energy storage systems
(BESS) are rechargeable
batteries that can store energy
from various sources and
distribute it on demand for energy
management purposes.

 BESS can be useful without
renewable sources, but they are
uniquely suited for the
incorporation of renewable
sources into electrical systems.
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capital projects

mvars

Negotiate set lease fees or
shared revenue agreements



Food Service as a Force for Good
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Planning Goals and Operational Considerations

* Develop a long-term vision

e Student experience
e Equity Designing spaces and crafting

: . choices that lead students to make
* Food preparation for quality

healthier food decisions.

* Local Sourcing

* Scratch Cooking

* Serving sustainably
* Reusable Food ware

* Recycling
* Managing Food Waste

* Composting



NSSD 112 District Case Study

» K-8, Public School District
» 3,800 Students

» 333 Teachers

» 25 Administrators

1 Early Childhood Center

6 Elementary Schools

2 Middle Schools

635,000+ Sq. Ft. of Facilities
Maintained

2 Swing schools maintained
during construction

VV VYV

A\

District Food Service Challenges

* District did not have a district wide food program

* Dissimilar quality and type of food offered - limited food
production capacity only for free and reduced lunches,
while other student's families pay for a restaurant
provided lunch program

Schgols Iackeddnecessary ]icnfriastructu re to develop
tion and receiving facilities

NORTH SHORE prodauc

QSC“OOL e e Facilities did not provide opportunity for features of a

sustainable food service program to be incorporated
into the operations




Nutrition Impact on Academic Performance

Poor nutrition, obesity, &
hunger

Over one-third of U.S. children
are overweight or obese

Nutritional deficiencies negatively
affect cognitive development

High trans/saturated fats
negatively impact learning &
memory

Access to proper nutrition
improves student’s cognition,
concentration, and energy.

source: Wilder Research, 2014



The problem with food waste in schools

e Over 7 billion school meals are served each year in the U.S.

and much of that food is going to landfills rather than
nourishing students

e 1in 9 childrenin lllinois are food insecure
¢ Methane is created when food decomposes in a landfill

e ReFED estimated that uneaten food in K-12 schools

contributed to the equivalent of 2.88 million metric tons of
CO2in 2019

Wasting food also wastes:

e Water and energy used in farming, processing, and
transporting the food

¢ Money spent on landfill disposal

e Labor along entire supply chain

Photos Courtesy of Seven Generations Ahead



Zero Waste Schools Program

SGA works with school staff and students to shift operations and
minds towards generating zero waste through source reduction,
recycling, composting, and food recovery.

4

Seven Help schools plan effective waste reduction strategies

i o ive w ucti |
Generatlons i Zero waste kitchens ;
Ahead

o Reusable food ware

\ o Minimize plastic use

l” o Minimize food waste
-.‘ o Create a Zero Waste Plan for the district

Provide on-the-ground support for operational changes
Z [ R 0 W A S I [ S [ H 0 0 l S o Educate students and staff about the How and Why of
~— SEVEN GENERATIONS AREAD —

going zero waste




Food Waste Reduction Toolkit

for lllinois Schools

e |s a comprehensive resource to help schools
take action to reduce wasted food

e |dentifies the main sources of wasted food

e Provides strategies that are relatively quick and
easy, as well as longer term, multi-step initiatives

Food Waste Reduction Toolkit

for Illinois Schools e Includes case studies highlighting inspirational
el i ’ efforts in schools across lllinois

e Links to lots of resources

& Seven

Generations

Ahead
https://sevengenerationsahead.org/our-work/zero-waste-

schools/food-waste-reduction-toolkit/




Benefits of a Good Planning Process

Improve nutrition, reduce obesity, & improve
access to lunch and breakfast programs.

DESIGNING SPACES & CHOICES BREAKFAST PROGRAMS
FOR HEALTHIER EATING
ZERO WASTE PROGRAMS

BETTERACADEMIC IMPROVED BEHAVIOR

PERFORMANCE
NUTRITIONAL FOOD WASTE
IMPROVEMENTS REDUCTION PROGRAMS
IMPROVED INCREASED ATTENDANCE
CONCENTRATION
SCHOOL GARDENS

SOURCING LOCAL,

gggggla HORMONE-FREE “GREEN LUNCHROOM CHALLENGE”



Wayne Thomas
Elementary
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¢ _°° 4 School
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NSSD 112 District Case Study
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NORTH SHORE

SCHOOL DISTRICT 112
Inspire...Innovate...Engage

N Branch Trail Sheridan

YV V

K-8, Public School » 1 Early Childhood Center
District » 6 Elementary Schools
3,800 Students » 2 Middle Schools
333 Teachers » 635,000+ Sq. Ft. of Facilities
25 Administrators Maintained

» 2 Swing schools maintained

during construction

District Wide Food Service Model Planning Process

* Developed vision based on equity, food quality,
and student experience

Explored options during long range planning
phase

Compared optional configurations, operational

impacts, and cost

Selected option that balanced feasibility with
equity, food quality, and student experience




Distributed Kitchen Planning Model

g T \
Northwood Existing

Production Kltchen
Ee O NORTH SHORE

tificio Inc
—_ SCHOOL DISTRICT 112
e
Highwood \
Kitchen

Inspire...Innovate...Engage
Y 4 o \
Exmoor Cerintn: Otk
Indlan Trail
New Recelvmg \’Iace Middle School

~ Park Ave W Green B: Kitchen
' o Bt '

Wayne Thomas
New Receiving
Kitchen

Oak Terrace
Half Day

Sunset
Woods Park
G iighland Park

Sunset Valley Golf Club

e,
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n
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>
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% _y,

// " Ed d Ravinia
\. 1 Il A gewood New Receiving
>d Country Club
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/ 2 Ki
itchen
Sherwood (
New Production %  BRAESIDE
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a n a .
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@ Q ..
% \ New Receiving
& .
% y Kitchen
2 e
(a3
Lake Cook Rd WOODRIDGE Lake Cook Rd N Branch Trail a Sheridan Re

Features
* Multiple Distribution Points

Scratch and Speed Scratch Cooking

Bulk Food Transport Opportunities

Reusable Trays and Utensils

Centralized ware wash

Benefits
* Healthier food from centralized kitchens
* Reduced transit to maintain freshness
* Transporting in bulk reduces individual packaging

* Less food waste due to sequencing of cold option
serving

* Integrated reusable food ware and waste
reduction strategies



Sustainable Food Service Resources

EAT.MOVE. SAVE.
SHARE TABLE TOOLKIT
FOR SCHOOLS

S Generations
Ahead

Zero Waste
Schools Resources

CEH'

CEH Ditching
Disposables
Toolkit

https://www.getfoodsmarttn.com/documents/uploads/Share
_Table Toolkit_for _Schools Final.pdf

7y

HNYe

TERO WASTE SCHOOLS
SEVEN GENERATIONS AHEAD

https://sevengenerationsahead.org/resource/
zero-waste-schools-toolkit/

https://ceh.org/ditching-disposables-toolkit/resources-for-
ditching-disposables-toolkit/



Farm to School
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Student Centered

% Seven
- Generations lllustration: lllinois Farm to School Network and

Ahead Seven Generations Ahead



Gardens

Photos Courtesy of Seven Generations Ahead



Food Forests

F00D FOREST
NPy
U T LOW TREE LAYER
T ol HERBACEOLS
| COMIREYS, BEETS. HERBS

VERTICAL LAYER SOIL SURFACE . SHRUB LAYER RAIZOSPAERE
CLIMBERS, VINES CROUND COVER, CURRANTS & ROOT VEGETABLES
£6. STRAWBERRY BERRIES




Greenhouse

Indian Trail Garden Learning Center

Ravinia Greenhouse



Farm to School Resources

QUICKGUIDE v

NATI f v a@ |so a I AN
rARAMm(s)cI:{Ivo[; . . = f ¥ B in
NETWORK About OurWork Resources Policy News OurNetwork GetInvolved To % g

NETWORK e

home | our network | Illinois

About v Now More Than Ever The Toolkit! Programs v Learn, Connect & Grow Case Studies Contact us!

" Gl Illinois Great Apple Crunch will be back in October 2025!

The Great Apple Crunch connects children and families (at home and at school) with local farmers and fresh, local apples.
REGISTRATION OPEND AUGUST 11, 2025.

Illinois Funding Illinois Policies Tell Your Story

View all IL Resources View all IL Policies Share your experiences Apple Crunch

“& Seven
Generations
k) Ahead



Clean Transportation
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Batteries on Wheels!!




Transportation

|dling your vehicle wastes fuel and creates emissions that
contribute to climate change. Idling for more than 10
seconds uses more fuel and produces more emissions than
turning off your engine.

IDLE-FREE
ZONE lllinois has several local ordinances restricting idling in
diesel and commercial vehicles, but school buses are not
specified.
Chicago limits idling to three minutes in a 60-minute N 0 I D I_I N G

period for all city fleet vehicles.

KIDS BREATHE
TURN No idling signs are posted at schools in several HERE

ENG'N_E OFF communities in and around Chicago.

Source: Clean Air Counts, 625 lllinois Compiled Statutes (ILCS) 5/11-1429, City of Chicago Vehicle Idling Management Policy



Transportation

Buses are easy
*Set idle restriction policies
*Give clear guidelines

Parents not so much
*Post no idling signs
*Post a volunteer to work the lines
*Consider candy bribes (chocolate
works best)




Transportation

* Look into increasing walkability
dTransportation studies
dCommunity Engagement
JAdding sidewalks and
crosswalks
Be proactive in identifying
problem areas
dWhere will family's loose access
to buses




Material Reuse Top To Bottom
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Recycling Commercial Furniture

¢ Wood ° Solid wood tables, chairs, and cabinets can be refinished and
repurposed.

E Plastic e Office chairs often contain recyclable plastic components.

ﬂ_ Glass © Tabletops and partitions can be recycled into new products.

n M etal ¢ Filing cabinets and desk frames are highly recyclable.

~ _ e Fabric-covered furniture or walls can be recycled through
7” Textiles specialized programs or re-upholstered and repurposed.




Recycling Commercial Flooring
Rubber Flooring

Luxury Vinyl Tile (LVT)
e Take-back programs reclaim LVT for use in resilient flooring products and
automative mats.

Linoleum
 Bio-based material that can be recycled into new linoleum or filler for
other construction materials.

VCT
* VCT is ground, milled, pelletized and blended with other raw materials
manufacture new VCT/backing.

Carpet
* Recycled into new carpet backing. New process: Nylon consumed by
mushrooms.
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Material Reuse Resources

@F[H]E W@SFESWE@ https://www.thewasteshed.com/

r
S C A R C E https://www.scarce.org/

CHICAGO
FURNITURE

BANK https://www.chicagofurniturebank.org/

N
G

iﬂt Res't@re https://restorechicago.org/

Habitat for Humanity Chicago

@ Rheaply https://rheaply.com/internal-reuse/

Additional ideas for material reuse
efforts in schools:

Evaluate school supply purchasing
procedures

Conduct end of year locker and
classroom cleanouts and collect
supplies for reuse.

Create school supply closets
Identify partners in the community to
receive donations

Develop a process to inventory
excess furniture & supplies in
warehouse and schools (e.g.,)
Develop process for technology
equipment and supply removal
and/or recycling for older equipment
at the end of its useful life.




Lighting for Living and Learning
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Photo by: Chris Barrett
Design: Wight & Company
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Lighting for Living and Learning

=Fluorescent lights are being eliminated in lllinois (10t
state to do so)
«January 1, 2026-Screen based and bayonet-base
compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) are banned.
«January 1, 2027-Pin-base CFLs and linear
fluorescent lamps are banned.



General Service Lamps
(GsL)

California Active requirements above
- federal minimum.

There are currently additional
requirements for CFL and LED
products, outlined in Title 20.

Fluorescent Bans

What this means for existing facilities plus rebates/incentives

CFL: Screw-Base

@ Ban Active

CFL: Pin-Base

©® Ban Active
Began Jan 1, 2025

Linear Fluorescents

8 Ban Active

Began Jan 1, 2025

Colorado

@ Ban Active

Began Jan 1, 2025

© Ban Active
Began Jan 1, 2025

® Ban Active

All Linear Fluorescent
Bans Began Jan 1, 2025

Hawaii

@ Ban Active

Began Jan 1, 2025

A Begins Jan 1, 2026

@ High-CRI Ban Active

All others begin Jan
1, 2026

a Begins Jan 1, 2026

A\ Begins Jan1, 2027

Ay Begins Jan 1, 2027

Active requirements above
federal minimurm.

B, BA, F, & G shape lamps ==200
lumens, ==40W A & shaped
lamps 200-310 lumens.

A Begins Jan 1, 2026

M\ Begins Jan1, 2026

M\ Begins Jan 1 2028

Maryland

M\ Pending bil

(8 High-CRI Ban Active

() comed’

AN EXELON COMPANY




Lighting for Living and Learning

What you can do to mitigate this ban

Convert to LEDs

(like the rest of us)!



How to Light Existing and New Construction
Design Options

Get 3 products in 1

Good Option: Lighting Upgrade to LED R “@F\ =
1 ‘2 : N i
= > "\,q

door kits or new fixtures w/ Embedded

Controls |
Benefits: Room-based occupancy, daylight harvesting,
dimming, zoning

2 ) Bluetooth’

Better Option: Network Lighting System | ulllul..||||I..|||||..l||n..||. =

Benefits: Lighting asset management and analytics, : : : '
additional energy savings ' (=) | &) | =

Best Option: Building Automation
System Integration or Advanced
Capabilities

Benefits: Interaction of lighting with other building systems,
advanced scheduling




Lighting for Living and Learning

Standard Process for converting to LED Lighting

A g A8
L L

N
00e0 BOOO
00 Oﬁ_)
=
® > @ >
Schedule Facility Submit < Technical Review
Assessment Pre-application mODO and/or Inspection
(Optional) W If Required
R for Project
—
2 f4\ pa
Y U ~
Pre-application
Approval

Installation/
Implementation u

Final Application
Approval

&
® >
Submit Final Technical Review
Application and/or Inspection
If Required
for Project
&
~
N
L 11 ]
P Incentive Payment

Issued



Lighting for Living and Learning

Links to support your conversion process

« 2026 Lighting Rebates

» Indoor Lighting Incentives Worksheet
 Indoor Networked Lighting Incentives
» Authorized Providers



https://www.comed.com/ways-to-save/for-your-business/incentives/lighting
https://www.comed.com/ways-to-save/for-your-business/incentives/lighting
https://www.comed.com/cdn/assets/v3/assets/blt3ebb3fed6084be2a/blt11edb1ce36f11635/692f55b3e4b33ef229133bd9/2026_ComEd-STA-IndoorLighting-Worksheet_V6-TLP_With_Calcs-RM.pdf?branch=prod_alias
https://www.comed.com/cdn/assets/v3/assets/blt3ebb3fed6084be2a/blt11edb1ce36f11635/692f55b3e4b33ef229133bd9/2026_ComEd-STA-IndoorLighting-Worksheet_V6-TLP_With_Calcs-RM.pdf?branch=prod_alias
https://www.comed.com/cdn/assets/v3/assets/blt3ebb3fed6084be2a/bltee228b1ba98ff3a0/692f5119278184a73055e822/2026_ComEd_S_c_Indoor-Networked-Lighting_worksheet_V4-With_Calcs-RM.pdf?branch=prod_alias
https://www.comed.com/cdn/assets/v3/assets/blt3ebb3fed6084be2a/bltee228b1ba98ff3a0/692f5119278184a73055e822/2026_ComEd_S_c_Indoor-Networked-Lighting_worksheet_V4-With_Calcs-RM.pdf?branch=prod_alias
https://www.comed.com/ways-to-save/for-your-business/resource-center/find-a-service-provider
https://www.comed.com/ways-to-save/for-your-business/resource-center/find-a-service-provider

Lighting for Living and Learning

« Harvesting Natural Light

1Best for eyes and energy w

* Finetune Light Levels N wk /
JToo often rooms are é O \
overlit

0

 Nuanced Controls 0

JDefault settings & @
JProvide Limited options




Lighting for Living and Learning

BEFORE

* Initial illumination is ~50 FC
* On/Off operation only

« Poor visual acuity

« Cave Effect







Lighting for Living and Learning

AFTER

* Classroom illumination is 37
FC

* Multiple “scenes” of light
*AV Mode
*Classroom Mode
*Overhead projector

* Improved visual acuity







Trees for Living and Learning
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What - Trees for Living & Learning

Climate actions for trees

Learning Environment Benefits

Tree planting event

Additional support & resources




Why - Trees for Living & Learning

Key Reasons for a School Tree Planting Event

Environmental Impact & Education:
« Trees improve air quality & sequester carbon
* Provide habitats for local wildlife

Health and Well-being:
« Green schoolyards encourage physical activity, reduce stress, and improves
mental focus.
« Shade from trees protects students from heat while playing.

Enhanced Learning Experience:
» Live classroom for biology and ecology lessons
* Research indicates that trees can improve concentration
» Increase student attentiveness
 Reduce behavioral issues

Fostering Responsibility & Community:
« Students develop a sense of ownership, responsibility, and community pride
« Participating in the care of their school environment.

School Beautification:
* Trees improve the aesthetic value of the campus
* More welcoming and attractive for families.



How - Tree Planting

Here are five effective, science-based climate
actions you can take for trees:

1. Plant a tree, but not just any tree. Right tree in the
right place.

2. Care for existing trees by properly watering, mulching,
and pruning.

3. Protect large, old trees! They provide the most
benefits it is better to preserve than to replace.

4. Advocate for trees. Talk with your community about
the importance of preserving and planting.

5. Support organizations that plant and protect trees, like
your local arboretum.




Trees for Living & Learning

Tree Planting Events

1. Great activity for classes or Sustainability Club to engage

in on school grounds

2. Empower students to take a hands-on role and having a

visible impact on creating a sustainable future

3. Teach public engagement and organization through tree-

planting events in the community



October -
November

Tree-Plenish
« Established program for community

events

* No cost to student or school
January -

 Offset your schools’ energy consumption T e

* Planning throughout the year with an
event in the spring

* Internship Opportunities




Tree Planting

Chicago Regional Tree Initiative

The Chicago Region Trees Initiative is The Morton
Arboretum’s urban and community forestry program, working
to improve people’s lives by supporting the health, diversity,
and equitable distribution of trees in the Chicago region and
throughout lllinois.

OpenlLands

Openlands protects the natural and open spaces of
northeastern lllinois and the surrounding region to ensure
cleaner air and water, protect natural habitats and wildlife,
and help balance and enrich our lives.

% openlands

conserving nature for life

The #‘&

Morton
Arboretum’

THE
CHAMPION
of TREES



Tree Planting Reources

Chicago Regional Tree Initiative https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/chicago-region-trees-initiative/
The Arboretum’s Plant Clinic https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/expert-advice/
TreePlenish https://www.tree-plenish.com/host-an-event
OpenLands https://openlands.org/
Tree Planters Grant https://openlands.org/programs/treeplanters-grant/
Trees Forever https://treesforever.org/illinoisira/
Dupage Wild Ones https://dupage.wildones.org/native-plant-sales/
Lake County https://www.lcfpd.org/plant-sale/
Kane-Dupage Conservation District https://kanedupageswcd.org/kd/
llinois DNR Mason State Nursery https://dnr2.illinois.gov/masonstatenursery
Arbor Day https://www.arborday.org/our-work/tree-campus-k-12/get-started

Foundation..
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Measuring Success

AN
s,
John Hersey HS lllinois Green Ribbon Award Winner https://irp.cdn-
website.com/ec21afSc/files/uploaded/Hersey_High_School_Project_P
rofile-3.pdf
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lllinois Green Ribbon Schools

lllinois Green Ribbon Schools Honorees
demonstrate progress across three pillars:

O
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Reduce Environmental
Impact & Costs

—@—
Improve
Health & Wellness

_

— @
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Effective Environmental

& Sustainability
Education
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ILLINOIS
GREEN
ALLIANCE



lllinois Green Ribbon Schools
Strategic Planning is Key

https://www.illinoisgreenalliance.org/g
reen-ribbon-schools

i
« Start Early REE B
. Share the load O™ scHooLs

* Find a champion

« Celebrate what your District or
School has done

On
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Common Projects

* Memorialize what you are already doing
 Curriculum and Instruction
« LED Lighting upgrades with ComEd incentives
* Green cleaning

Recycling

Composting

Planting trees

Recycling of clothing/fabric (SWALCO)

You might be surprised if you begin to investigate
what is already taking place in your district




lllinois Process

o State level partnership

o lllinois State Board of Education ‘"—LlNO'S

o lllinois Board of Higher Education ETDAI\JTCEI_\-?-POANRD o
o lllinois Green Alliance

o lllinois application process
o Applications open in fall
o Reviewed by pillar experts
e Honor and recognition

ILLINOIS BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION

AW ILLiNOIS

"‘y" ALLIANCE



Is your school interested in sustainability but not ready for Green Ribbon just yet?

Sign up for the lllinois Green Schools Project to get started on the pathway to school sustainability!

What is the lllinois Green Schools Project?

The lllinois Green Schools Project (IGSP) is an annual
sustainability action and recognition program for K-12
schools in lllinois. We help educators engage students and
school stakeholders in hands-on projects that improve
health, efficiency, and environmental impact.

https.//www.illinoisgreenalliance.org/illinois-
green-schools-project-home



Questions and Answers

We thank you for your time!
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Presenters:

Stuart, Brodsky, AlA, Principal, Wight & Company TI
312-622-4808, sbrodsky@wightco.com w'th

Will Thompson (Speaker), Account Executive, Tarkett,
312-350-2394, will.thompson@tarkett.com @Tarkett

)
Calvin Cornish, CEM, Senior Account Executive, Johnson Controls, Johnson /)I(
630-800-9448, calvin.cornishjr@jci.com Controls

Jeremy Wickham, CETL, Executive Director of Technology & &= o .
Operations, North Shore School District 112 / \ N[]RTH SH[]RE
224.765.3030, jwickham@nssd112.org

SCHOOL DISTRICT

LEADING wiTH ANNUAL

CONFERENCE

EMPATHY. aummmyr—
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