ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE
Date

ASBESTOS 

The following activities have been completed in order to comply with the Asbestos Emergency Response Act of 1986 (AHERA):

· An asbestos management plan that reflects ongoing surveillance, inspections, and response actions has been developed and implemented.  The management plan is updated annually, in August, to reflect training and inspection activities.  All operations and maintenance (O&M) staff have received awareness training, including: information about asbestos, the health effects of asbestos exposure, and the location of asbestos in the buildings.
· Response actions have been implemented as planned in the management plan.
· Inspection for asbestos-containing materials has been conducted every three years. 
· The District’s procedures are performed under the supervision of a certified asbestos management planner.
· Only non-friable asbestos containing building materials remain.

The following activities are on going in order to comply with AHERA:

· Periodic surveillance of asbestos containing building materials is conducted every six months.
· Training for all operations and maintenance staff is provided. 
· The management plan was updated in March 2016.
 
INDOOR AIR QUALITY (IAQ)

The quality of the indoor air in schools can either impede or assist a school in meeting its core mission, which is to educate students.  Failure to prevent IAQ problems can increase the potential for long-term and short-term health problems, e.g., asthma; increased absenteeism of students and staff; and create potential liability problems.  For this reason, we treat each IAQ concern seriously and follow EPA protocol for all reported concerns.  

MOLD

Currently, there are no EPA regulations or standards for airborne mold contaminants, but the issue has become highly visible.  Our operations and maintenance staff adheres to the following procedures in order to prevent mold in our buildings:

· Regular inspections are conducted for signs of mold, moisture, and/or leaks (including sink areas and bathrooms).
· Buildings are checked for moldy odors.
· The staff is trained to look for water stains on the ceiling, walls, floors, and windowsills.
· Blinds are kept open during humid months.
· All leaks are repaired as soon as possible.
· During unoccupied times, we raise building temperature set points to 76-78 degrees.
· Outside air dampers are closed during non-occupied times.
· The chilled water temperature is raised to approximately 52 degrees to allow for more dehumidification (during non-occupied times).
· Restrooms and shower rooms are vented to the outside.
· Dehumidifiers are used in difficult spaces.
· Indoor humidity levels are maintained between 30-60%, where humidity control is available (Elementary School and Middle School).  At this point, humidity control is not included at the high school in the 5-year capital plan.  Our desire is to be able to include this in the future.
· CO2 sensors are used to control outside air dampers, where available.  Otherwise, outdoor air dampers are kept closed during unoccupied times.
· Exhaust fans are used in food service areas.
· Antimicrobial treatment is used in the drip pans.
· Absorbent materials, such as ceiling tiles, that are moldy are removed as one piece and bagged immediately.
· Care is used to prevent excess moisture when cleaning carpets to ensure that carpets are dried quickly. Thorough extraction techniques, fans and dehumidifiers are used in this process.

RADON
 
Radon is a radioactive gas that can cause lung cancer.  The EPA estimates that nearly one in five schools have at least one classroom with a short-term radon level above the action level of 4 pCi/L (picoCuries per liter) - the level at which EPA recommends that schools take action to reduce the level. It is recommended to perform radon testing on a periodic basis even if previous results were below acceptable levels because subsurface conditions can change.  

Mitigation techniques can include but are not limited to: increasing hvac ventilation, installing sub-slab ventilation systems, and pressurizing spaces. The District has sub-slab ventilation systems at Elementary and Middle School. Current mitigation efforts, including the use of additional HVAC and ventilation systems have all schools within recommended levels.

As part of the capital improvement plan, additional sub-slab ventilation systems will be installed because they are more efficient than hvac ventilation mitigation. After installation of mitigation systems, follow-up testing will be conducted.

The District continues to follow recommendations on radon from our environmental consultant and radon testing agent. Periodic testing will continue on a routine basis. 


PENNSYLVANIA WORKER AND COMMUNITY RIGHT TO KNOW ACT

The Right to Know Act requires public sector employers, including school districts, to report information about the hazardous chemicals used and stored at their work sites.  The following activities are conducted in order to comply with the Act:

· Employee workplace notices are posted in locations where employee notices are normally posted.
· Hazardous Substance Survey Forms (HSSF) are posted in locations where employee notices are normally posted.
· All containers are labeled.
· All labels for hazardous and non-hazardous substances contain the following: Chemical or common name; a hazard warning; name, address and telephone # of manufacturer/supplier.
· Annual employee training for operations and maintenance employees are completed in the summer.
· Safety data sheets are available to all staff. 

INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is an approach to managing pests such as insects, diseases, weeds and animals by integrating appropriate physical, biological and chemical tactics that are safe, profitable and environmentally compatible.  We are in compliance with all PA IPM laws, which include the following: 
· All schools must have an IPM management plan.
· Notification regulations for pesticide treatments in schools apply to treatments in schools and/or on school grounds.
· Anyone applying a pesticide on school property must be a licensed applicator.
· School districts must post the Pest Control Information Sheet 72 hours in advance of any pesticide treatment.
· School districts must provide the Pest Control Information Sheet to every individual working in the building 72 hours in advance of any pesticide treatment.
· School districts must provide the Pest Control Information Sheet at least 72 hours in advance of any pesticide treatment to all interested parents or guardians of students who requested notification.
· School districts can authorize emergency pesticide treatments without a 72-hour notice if the pests pose an immediate threat to the health and safety of the students or employees.  Notification to those individuals requesting notification must then be made via the telephone.
· School districts must maintain pesticide usage records for 3 years.
· The following District Mechanics are licensed to apply pesticides: Mr. ABC and Mr. DEF.
· Pesticide applications are prohibited within a school if students will be present for school activities within 7 hours and on school grounds if students will be in the immediate vicinity for school activities within 7 hours.

POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS (PCBs)

PCB-containing products were manufactured between 1926 and 1977 because of stable, fire-resistant, and heat-transfer properties.  The most extensive use of PCBs occurred in dielectric fluids found in many transformers and capacitors.  During the 1970s, federal legislation mandated the elimination of PCBs from distribution in commerce; however, the use of PCBs in existing equipment was, for economic reasons, allowed to continue for the useful or normal life of the equipment as long as specific conditions were met.

All of our electrical transformers and capacitors have been tested and found to be negative for PCBs.  

FUEL STORAGE TANKS

We operate two underground storage tanks for heating oil, all of which have up-to-date leak detection devices.  In addition, we operate two above ground storage tanks for heating oil, both of which have leak containment systems.  We meet all DEP regulations concerning operation of fuel storage tanks.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The School District participates in the voluntary Underground Storage Tank Indemnification Fund for underground fuel tanks at Elementary and High School.

REFRIGERANTS

Because of a concern for the effect that refrigerants are believed to have on the ozone layer, the Federal Environmental Protection Agency has imposed strict regulation on their use, sale, and replacement.  We adhere to all EPA regulations, which include:  
· Service practices must maximize recycling of ozone-depleting compounds (both chloro-fluorocarbons [CFCs] and hydrochlorofluoro-carbons [HCFCs] and their blends) during the servicing and disposal of air-conditioning and refrigeration equipment.
· Sale of refrigerants is restricted to certified technicians.  Two mechanics, Mrs. ABC and Mrs. DEF are certified technicians.
· Persons servicing or disposing of air-conditioning and refrigeration equipment must certify to EPA that they have acquired recycling or recovery equipment and are complying with the requirements of the rule.
· Repair of substantial leaks in air-conditioning and refrigeration equipment with a charge of greater than 50 pounds.
· Persons servicing or disposing of air-conditioning and refrigeration equipment to certify to the EPA that they have acquired recycling or recovery equipment and are complying with the requirements of the rule.
· Safe disposal requirements to ensure removal of refrigerants from goods that enter the waste stream with the charge intact (e.g., refrigerators and room air conditioners).

PUBLIC WATER REGULATIONS

The School District owns and operates two public water supply systems, one at the main campus and one at Elementary School.  We are regulated exactly like a municipal water supplier, and are required to perform extensive testing and monitoring procedures.  Elementary School receives water from the Borough.  
The District tests its water supply systems in strict accordance with the DEP and EPA regulations. Contaminants such as total coliform, nitrate, nitrite, volatile organic compounds, synthetic organic compounds, lead, copper, asbestos, TTHM, and HAA5.
In order to meet DEP regulation changes, we have become certified as a laboratory for chlorine residual testing.  In addition, we are now required to have a certified operator monitor the operations at both water supplies. 
Testing for lead in drinking water has recently been a concern in the news. Levels of lead above acceptable standards can caused by the piping, joints, and equipment within the building and/or within the water system servicing the building. 
PUBLIC SEWER and SEPTIC
The District utilizes an on-site septic system at ABC Elementary.  

